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THE OGDEN STANDARD,

America’s Declarations, Purposes and Actions in War
Predicted in Writings of Sixty

His Works Read in View of Great

Conflict,

American

Carpenter,

Clerk and Printer Outstrips Homer,

Outsings Virgil
leaps

and Dante, O’er-

-

Shakespeare.  Distances

Goethe and Schiller.

HE great war has made an Amer-

fcan, Walt Whitman, one of the

greatest of world poets.  Whit-

man wrote his poetry, prophecle=s and

songs about the perlod of the civil war

He was recognized az a distinet Ameri-

Europeans in the (0= and

onn poet by

Y05, but has had glicht recognition in

his native land

The evenlts 5f the great Amieri-

wir

ca's entry thercin, Lhe deciarations and

actions of ti United
just what Whitman

waonld

purposes, the
Statez have been
would be, wished they
L, hoped they

g Whitman

believed in the

gald they
would Xty YoaTA
hell enthusiastie
Armnerican He United
States and the high purposes andd dutios

was an

of the repubdic In the schems of civiliza-
tian

Hpe had &
world polley for his country

set purpose to lay down a
Tha caun=-
try in now carrying out the world policy
that Walt Whitman.
the first post of democrnes

13
wirole for it sixty

ereat American
and the fir
democrat of poels,
Vears ame,
Whitman
1., in 1510,
in IsU2.
heen the plearsure and despair of critics.
British critics have long as
the only really
poet and welecomad him warmly

West End, L.
N I
s

wiuz horn at
and died at Camden

oy HfLy years hia poetry

claimed him

distinctive A can
Ameri-
can' eritica have been wont to deny him
merit

Read in the light
has thrown upon the world, the Ameri-
carponter, bhus driver
clerk
ahecad of all other pocts iile
Homer, outsings Virgil and Dante,
leaps Shakespeare, digtances Goethe nnd

Schiller.

Lthat the great war

CAn wound

dresser, and printer leaps far
outsirips

0'er=

Whitman Foresaw
War Sixty Years.

EAD today, Whitman is the greatest
of poets and truest of prophetsa. He
foresaw, predicted and ‘placed” the
Freat war sixty years Defore |t was

fought. Iie forecast America’s part in
the world drama of today He even
named the time America would tuke
part in the war

There is little use wriling abour
Whitman. Iet us assert that he was

the great scer and prophet of “these

States,” as he loved 1o eall them, and

then read this prophecy written In 1838,

ffty-eight years before the great war

besan:

I see not America only—I sce not only Lib-
erty’s natlon, but other natlons prepar-
ing.

1 mee tremendons cntrances and exits—] sca
new comblnations—I see the solldarity
of raccs;

I ses that force advancing, with lrresizuible

power, upon the world stagoe;

¥Freedom completely arm'd snd vie-
torious and Wwith law on her slde, both

Issulng forih agalnst the ldea of canie:

What historie denoucmenils are these we 3o
rapldly approach?

I =ge men marching and counter-marching
by awift millions,

1 see the frontiers and boundaries of oid
aristocracles broken,

1 sea the landmarks of Buropean Kings te-
moved,

I ece this day the people beglnning thelr
landmarks (all other give wayl,
Never wers auch sharp questions nsked oo

in this day,

Never was the average man, his soul,
energetic, more like a God,

10, Be urges and urges, leaving the mutses
Bo rest;

His daring foot ls on land and sea, every-
where.

Are all the natlons communing? Is there
golng to be but one heart to tha globe?

Is humanity forming en masge —for, lo,
tyrants tremble, crowns grow dim

Tha earth, reative, confronls 4 new e, pey-
haps & general, divine war;

No one knows what will happen next—such
portents fill the days and nighte.
Unborn decds, thinga soon tq be, project their

ehapes around me;

The performed America and BEurope grown
dim, retiring in the ahadow behind me,

The unperformed, more glgantic than =ver,
advance, advance upon me

‘Whitman set the great days of the
United States for the time when the
nation had 100,000,000 inhab.lants
America had almost exactly that num-=
ber of inhabitants when the grest war
began. When the coupniry had 100,.-
000,000 Inhabitants it was to play its
great part in the world.

It Is almost impos=ible to wylte about
Whitman. He Is too big. too great, too
all-embracing to describe. John Ad-
dington Symonds, the great British
eritic and bookman, sald that Whitman
was like the universe, the earth, sky
etars, firmnament, all of the world.
There Is a literature about Whitman
a8 long as a road ditch. Writera all
complain that they cannot describe or
explain him. He himselt especlally
mwarns hia readers to bewiare of those
who would expound him. "I cannol ex-
pound mysnelf,” he saye,

Whitman Made
the American Ideal.
HITMAN wrote his poetry for de-
mocracy., IHis hero is the average
man, the mechanie, farmer, plowman,
street cleaner, planter, sailor, river man,
pilot, car driver Democracy Is the very
breath of his nostrile. He writes of
democracy for democracy,

I pee

moro

Yet of all men the Average man,
whom he sings and adores, Is least
Hkels ta understand him

Whitmnnites, followers of the poer
ay that he made the American el

I rather think thnt he caught the Amaos

fean Ideal He han nor estabilizhed it
The wverage man knows nothing about
Whitmau Longfellow Tamea Whit-
comb  Riley, Eugene TFleld and W
Mason are poels ax thp avernge Amerl-
van ynderstands poetry

A these =weel Singers compire
wi itman as a Ay compares with
llor

Whitman i2 the poetl of democriacy, of
the averisze man Yeu only a trainml
reader who has a fund of fresh, simpie
wholesome naturnl foeling and love of
real things at his digposal caty renlly
vndarstamd Whitman

Whitms glorifie the & e m
vel Lthe average man will deny him

Now that his prophiecy has been ful-
nlled, the descriptlon rings o3 ruo -As
' the =ame sreal waster hand had

written it toda Mark the lne

L realive; confronts a new ora,
i v general divine T
Thiat's what it is, & divine war i
war for liberty of all the world

America can draw gresat oo

tiils prophecy and that one line
Prophecy in 1856
Accomplished 1n 1914.

Pl-i'll'!.!, call it & terrible War
man calls it a “divine

15 whnt it |s.

Whit-
Tha
take

war,"
Thercfore let us

cheer from our American seer, poot

and

divinely fight out

thie

and propl

divinely finizh diving war"” fo
world
This Whitman's
what was to happen in Europe, written

in 1856 and accomplished In 1014

liberty.

was prophecsy of

Suddenly. out af ita drowsy lale, the lulr

of sloves,

Like Hghining 1t (demotracs) leaps  forth
nall startled at jiselt
Its feet upon tho mahes and the rags—its

b 8 upon the throats of Kings,
Q. hope and faith,
ing ¢lose of exlled patriots

A mckened hoart

O, ar! lives,

L many

Turn back unilo this day and make yourself
alresn,

This i= for the German military casie

And vou, rald to defile the people. you lars,

mark,

Not for the numberless

agonies, murders,

Turts

For court thlecing In lis manifold mean
farms wWorming from his simplicity
\he poor man's wages

For many a promise sworn by royal lips and
broken, and laughed at In the bLreak-
Iog,

Then In thelr power, not for all
the blows strike Tevenge or
of nobles fall,

The people scorned the ferocity of kinga

The last line Is submitted to the kalser

for hls cogitatior

thexe

the hends

Each comea in
mun,

siate with his train,
clergyman,

hang-

raldier,

lawyer, lords, Jallers and sycophants,

behind all, hovering., steallng—lo a

Ehape

Yague aa the night. draped Interminably,
head, front and form In scarlet folds,

Whone face and eves none may mee

Cut of Its robes—ihe red rolies Jifted by the
arm,

Cne floger

tax-gcatherer

Yot

erooked pointed high over the
top, like the hewd of o snake appears

Meanwhile the corpses I[le In the new-inade
sraves—bloody corpses of young men,

The rope of the gibbél hangs heavily, (ha
bullets of the princes sre flying, the
creatures of poWer laugh aloud.

All these things bear frults—and
Enad,

they are

Those corpees of young men,

Those martyrs that hand from the globets—
those hearts plerced by the gray lead,
and motlonless they aro allve. olie-
Where with unslaughfcred vitality,

Culd

They Uve In other men, oh, kings.

They lve in brothers ready again to defs
You,

They were purified by
taught and exalied

Not a grave of the murdered for freedom
But grows meed tar freedom, in Its
turn to bear seed

Which the winds carry afar and resaw and
the rains and the enow nourlsh.

death—Lthey wers

Not a disembolied spirit can the
of tyrants Jet logms,

But 1t stalks Invisibly over the carth, whis
pering, csunsellng, cautioning,

Liberty, let others despalr of you
despalr of vou

A3 a vision of what Europe was, s

and will be, as a sheor Intimate Je-

scripton of the kalser's passage throush

Eclgium, can the above, written N{ly

Years ago by a man who never was off

the Nortn American Continent, »a

oqualed?

weapsns

1 never

America's Message
to Oppressed Peoples.

wE are talking every day of “making
the world eafe for democracy'
for peoples and of the unselfish brother-
Hood aud slsterhood of Americans for
all peoples,

Tead this vision of what American
claims Lo be today wiitten by Whitman
Hixty yearas ngo In bhls “Salute te the
World"”

You, where are you?
Wou son or daughter of Fngland,

You of the tighly Siavio (ribes and em-
Mrew, you Russ in Ruseln,

You dim-descended, binck-faced, Alvine-
svuied  Alrican,  Imrge,  fine-beaded,

ears Ago They Wou

WALT WHITMAN, GREAT AMERICAN POET AND FEE
imerbly ont inirdd i rarce of help and succor to the or “Who are vou eod, who would talk
" I people ‘ the orld, written or I n oA
o o Sow A N - i udiod out MY LAND, its
You 5 1<Iar=l.l of Spulr e Whitaan's wlea of an Aameri- o nd it4 men
hwoman an ARk man Hanva rou learned the physiology,
¥'¢ L ) - A 1 immons and a ghnliengs, phrenoclo politice, geography, nride,
hl ar the sex, whatever tho sr n i ‘riondel of land. it it
Tou at A an.  Lombar i Bo £ may go v ] ¢ e
hemian, Iarmer of L - freal la B iy : = i e =
You neighbor of the g tt a e { 1 » b x
You cln-:l:'w an of ']' Mhine, the Eillie, the i f the j g han on tt compeaunil ol t da £t} 14
r, You working woma t ¢ir oz the nsder tites,
You Bardinlan, you Bavarian, you Swablan, Hi na.d rlgnad by the com ratifled by
Saxon, Wallochin T 1 1 4 T i the i wmnd 1 W hington at
You citizen of 'rugus u I an. Xea the hend of 1 ,
itan; Greek, - i . la 1 ! voursel! of tha
You Nibe matader of the arena at Ssville 3 leowe rednral smatit ;
You mountaineer lving lawic y on the iTe indiMerently and alike, How are you Do with
. Taurus or ths Cau.asus frien to ™Mhe presidesit at his levee. auditle Yademant
T0u Dokh horselierdl watching your mares A= y 2 = IR T = * i .I i *
and stallions feeding ' fn t A B an life and
Tou beautlful-i I Perslan, at full spee A el = him 1 o= deati
g idhein t e Pk ¢ b Are you falthful to these
mark. In the Capitol Can you hold your hand at all
You Chinaman and Chicawoman eof Chini, “ongress and one re cductions, f[ollles, whir! ¢H  cans
you Tartar of Tarta sy % to angther, ¥ere L yur tentions? ’ - e b -
You women of the sarth m dinated In your ; ntion Are you wvery sirong Ars
SRR, m for & mechagic ke he whale people?
You Jew journcving In ¥ old age, through supposs Nlm 1o Be m cap- “Are vou not for some coterie, achool
avery vidk, (o stanil onhce more on aln and the mallors thot he has: tol or religlon?
Syrian ground; lowed the sea: “Have you vivifled yourself from the
Tou oiher -Jops walllpg M all lands for And the authors take him for an author And maternlly of thess states?
T = the artists for an artist “Hava you sucked the nipples of ths
You thoughtful Armenlans, pondecing by And tho lubdrers perceive that he could laber breasts of the mothor of I ' hil
mands of Lhe Euphrates, you prering with them and Ham TS ‘-‘l ’ AL 10the 0 many <=
amid the ruins of Nipeveh, you no- o Rt wHAT (e - ES T e d:v‘n. .
cending Mounl Arsrit; to follow It oF b owed It "What in this you bring my America?
You feolwern pllgrims welcoming the far- No matter what the nation, that he migh: Ia it uniform with my countrs?
away sparkle of the minarets of Meq a2 brothers and sisters thece “Does It onswer universal nosds?
TYou Shelks along the streteh, from Suez to Thiz I8 the way Whitman speaks to all Will It Improve manners®
ll:a:::mmnrlrl. ruling your familics and men who are or who w;_-.]] to b Ameri- “Does It meet modern  discoveries,
You olive r_‘r-.n\.rr tending your frult on the ety factg, callbers, facts, face to face?
viale of Nasaroth Damiascus or Lake W 1t wrb into me as | absorb
Tiberlas iare with me two greatnessies— food and alr, nobililty, meannesE—to aps=
You Thibet trader on the wide Inland, or ind & third one, rislng, and mare In- pear agaln in my strength, galt, face?

barguining in the shops of Lbasss,

You Japancss man or lver in
Madnearcar,

All vou continentals of Asia,
Auntralla, Indifferent of pla

All you numberléas Inhabitants of the archip-
clagoea of the sea,

And you of of hence,
listen lo mo;

And you sach and everywhere whom I spect
f¥ not, but include Juat

Health to you all. good will to
me and from Amar sent; for wy
knowledge you all and cach.

That as Whitman's
mesange of arecting

womsn, 5¢

Ceylon or Do

ATE

e, Europe,

centuries when You

Lhe samc
you all=from

and America s

good will and as-

Cluslve and more respendant,
The grealr

andg the

of Love und of Den

third greatness of rellglo

“Who Are You When

in America?"”

At this time, when Americans demand
the uttermost faith and loyalty from all
who dwell in the Unlted States, the fol-

lowing will be enlightening

w”l'l'.‘li_\\' Al not walt until the
United States was at war with
Germany. Ho wrote si VEATS ngo

th applicable ot

this

words,

admirably
moment.

“Docs It 10 the

Ltoday?

spect me? Democracy,
sou)
“IWhat does th Amer|-

can nerIons, progresses, coitles, Chicngo,

It mean to me,

Arkansas, the planter, Yanke Goor=

vative liml

old state

glan, IS, SHuatls
lers,

“"Does it encompass all the

stutes and

unexceptional rishts of all the men and

women of the earth, the gonltal Impuise
af these tat

Whitman demands that men who live
in America ahall not understand
Lhst x 18 a na but shall

DOG INVESTIGATES ENTOMOLOGY

PRODUCING photoplays four

N

I hours are devoled to arranging the

sceng and rehearsing the actlon and
four seconds to photographing the re-
sult. No wonder, then, thut Luke, ca-
nine comedian, shonld feel bored o ex-
tinetion after waiting almost an entirae
ferenoon while "IFatty’ Arbuckle fussed

ovor preparations for filming u frag=-
ment of fun
Luke slept as long as he counld, got

vp, strotched, yawned, pawed at the
bard bonrd floor to make a soft spot ta
turned areund,
curled up. But
not even =hut his ceyes, Just ns he wus
about to expire of ennul a bumbleboo
flew {n through the open studio’ win-
« Cew and pounced upon o bonbon an ex-
tra girl had dropped on the floor within
2 feetr of Luke's nose.

H ERE was zomething of inlerest st

three times and
Fa ecoald

He on,
It wis no Fo

Inst, Luke gazed intently at the
humblelbiee, thon got up swn pazed
harder Then he Wit the bBumblebee a

playful tap with a forepaw. At laas

It wins meant to be playiul, but it
liroke one of the bhumblebee's wings
nable to f1y, the bLumblebice slarted
hoeme on foot. Tia galt appealed

Lukes gense of humoyr. He
to ¢xXpress hls deliglit, running in cir-
ciez around the bumblebeo, ralsing hls
{O7epaws a from the

and grunt

cut caper

few inches flaor

coming with =a wnzl

hl

down

with houtl covked rog

When
L.uke
shoving It

the
tried o

bumilebee stopped to resc
fiturt It of again by
with his nose, which causnd
the bumblebee te buzz s good wing

Now, 4 dog's nose Is the most sensitive
part of his orowded

with

iwnntomy belng
nerves which inake possible the
owner's exquinite 'wenses of mmell
touch. Thuat delicate wing fanning his
nose—touching it, in fact—sent a thrill
of ecstasy throughout every fiber of
Luke's body He raced around the
out jor: then

and

studio uf sheor
front of the bumblebec's ling of march
and Lkl

his forelegs fat on the floor and placed

Kot in

Keaping hia hindguarters erect

them to awalt the

approach

his nose between
bumblobes’s

HEN the

VII‘ .|,‘..|r. n

within 2

e L another =h

bumblabee wa

5. Luke gay

as an Ir itlon (e tlckie him again
The shove turned the bumblebes over
and thug brought hils rear guard into
point-biank range

Luke lost ull further interest In the

With a

started off

i entomnplogs yelp of

anl

EPraAnNg up

. top howling at every jump
He was so maddened with pain that he
nelther Eaw nor ecared where he was
golng alght between Fatty logs
Lo drove just as that gentlemin backeld
away o view in perspective the sacens
he had so laboriously arranged Down

came IFatty fiat on his back, while Luke
charged Into a group of extra girls, who
fled, ahrieking, *'Mad dog!

When Fatly regained his feat his half-

dny's work was dispersad, whila a di-
milnvendo recital of conine oo I the
dHstance told him that he needn’t look

for Luke to poze again that day,

hat Walt Whitman
Id Be When Test Came

Country Now Carrying Out 'Sug.
gested World Policy, [lluminated
by One Among Greatest Poets of

All Time, the

1 T
mocracy and the First

of Poets.

First Poet of De.
1 Democrat

rlso underaiand why and how L hecama

a nntlon, the
tha worlk
syslem of
that the
thereof,

scheme of lts founders,
of their successors and the
government. Ho ever urges
native

savernmendal

immigrant and the

must !earn the

principles of the statez to really Know
and lova them
He alwaye insists that Americans

should not regard the president or the

(Congress or he governora or the stato

legislatures ux thelr rulers or servanls,
but merely ax  Adelegutes deputed to
work the will of the real rulera—all the

l“'"’T'i'

All Men Are His
Dear Brothers.

TH[" In n

foreign

polnt that Is not ensy for

born, accustomed to the

rile of Kings te acauire, Those wha tin-

dorstand Amerlcaniam will agree that
the first requisite of an Amerlean oifi-
zan should bLe that hea knows that he
haz no rolers, that he rules

Touching tids, Whitman says

Cloes it soe Behind the apparent ¢us-

todians, the real custeddians, standing

liont, the mechanics, Wasl-

therners, sisnificant alika

in thelr apathy and the promptness af

Chia may fit the peti> politicians who

temiperad their cpeech to the foreign
Yots specially war-paltering congraons
inen licgten at the recent elections
[ror it mea. what befalls and hns
Wi biefallen cach temporkeer, patch

watsider, partinhiss,  alarmist in-

fdel, who e¢ver ssked anything from

Wwnltman gatners all the music of hae

el into hilm and emits it in ona

rent whale It is as If all the sounds

+ il the world, frem the gentle rustie
of the winds in th=s quaking asp to tha
thunder were combined In

bosom cf

toars ol the

great Ifpipe-organ—the

Walt Whitman, at hiz touch to boom
vud In world-veivmo to inspire man
Kind

All men are his dear brothers, from

the lowly black Australlan or Polyicst

in, to t imlo-Norman arigtocrat
Iepecially dors he love the eonsiaved
nd op His love for snlmals s
intonse they are natural and
Lonest In “"Chants Native and Dema-

ha writez

that there in

*1 believe

nothing but

Americn f1eedom,

o 1o st * re.ect all excopl demoas-
e
Agelin

What are

Americana®

A biredsd

What we

whose testimony i
aro WE

gn to all objectlons

thelir behavior,
ARE—nativity s answer

We wield ourselves s a weapon Is wiclded,
We aro execullve in oursclves,

We are powerful and tremendous ln our-
pelves—wae are sufflclent in the variety

nf ourstlves

who understand America will
recognize that the people of “these
as Whitman loves to call them,
a weapon Is=

Thosa

States,”
do “wield themselves as
wielded ™

Ihat i=. the motion of the people is,
in it=elf, os powerful as the discharges
of thousands of guns Thi=z the
latent power of democracy. The great-
est power that America 1s sending to
Europe i democracy

“Land Must Be Promise

and Reliance of Future.

1E German war lords recognize In
T,\mvrh,;\ their most dangerous foe.
They that they can trade and
barter for peace, a province or a coun-
iry for s province or a country or
a colony, with tha European powers.
They know that, when they face Amer-
not & question of Belglum
or Serbin, or Constuntinople, or trade
or barter of lands, but a question of
whether democracy or Kaiserism shall

feel

fcm, It IS

alirvive

Fhus are Whitman's songs of de-
written in the s and 0@0s,
germune to tha lntest American policy,
that latd Sepator
hia peace gpeeich
August I3, 1ns

American

MOCracy,
down by Lodge. In
lerms made In Lhe
Writing for
statesmen, Whitman prae-
with policies that assume
Iife sixty years after

At this time, when America
ting standards of
the warld,

contury

Senate

pared them
s set-
statesmanship for
of Whitman a halt
old prove that he foresaw that
proper that Amerlea
and standards
wrole:

words

it woas
these
manship. He

should uset

policles of states-

Amorica, curlous teward all foreign charac-

nds by t= amn

all bazarde,

Sthinds ftaelt

s{r3 Aipaciour, cam=-

thanl 1,
Sees lteelf promulger of men and women,
Intiates the true uxe of precedents
At any peried one nation must lexd,
Ciono land must be the promiss and pelian e
of the
Laving
Livis
“10 hold men tegether by
geal, or by

o

fatlure
tegard to crLpa ol paper,
paper and
I8 no account;

“That only helds men together which
I= the living principles, an (Tie licld of
thie limbs of the body or the Nbers of
pluntgs*

compualsior,

In twd lnea Whitmar the on-

off the

wipes
Ure Gorman forde

AR

policy of

“It amounta to nothing., It won't

work Why bother with it
American  correspondents, military
men  everywhere have bren muech iin-

rrezsed by the march of milllons of
tiwld-gray Germans thropen Pelgium in
1914, They could not sce how =uch an
army could be beiaten

Whitman would have smiled at that
army passing and reckened It of no ac.
count whotever when cenfronted with
the splrit of democracy. He would Know
that the army was not vilalized by ans
preat fdes, that 15 mictivating fﬂrv-‘}
pluncer and Thot, that

sternly oppcsed, it would not conque:

were c<condqgu=nst,

Whitman would have known whnt
the thought of America ki W, that re-
Bardless af its auperior numbers, train-
ing, armament. leadership, foulness,
tka Cerman Army eould not win hka
cause the men within it were come
prescad togetnor by an exicrior power,
awmtacracy; not held tozether by the e
irrier animating spirit, demovracy

The spectacle of the Serman Army

rarching through Belslum to
earth would have

Whitman as e

sweep
tdemiocracy uff the
Eeon as laughatle 1o
Mz=s
sweep tack the

Lroanm

W hitman Absorbed "

Epociacle of Partington try

Atlanmtic

ing to

Ocear with hep

All Unto Himself, e
Pfu}—‘_'["w hefore Whitman wera ecales
Brutora of feudalizmi or the aristoe
eratie caste Wordsworth and Burng
did sing the eommon may the
stood apart from him as artists—look-

ing at him as an object of art.

Whitman shows his reader the

men man; grown, educated,

Irong, sura

of himself, coolly confronting : chal-

lenging the old privileged classes, of
culture, birth, royalty, etc, and wiping
them out.

The old ruling classes—kings, courts
nobles, ecclesiastics, milltary. soclal—he
He regards only
democracy a= worth conslderation.

The Whitman poetic ideal has nover
really been that of the American. We
have tended to the fine gentlemen of
English Chur New England
poets were mere echoes of Old England
poety

Whitman was something new,

Tennyson sang tha feudal days, was
tha poet of an

thrusts aside as Jdead

fetter

overripe and deca
Thrifty,

sEmurt New

Ying
t¥pe  of civilization

educated, moral,

canny
England

lay behind Emerson, Longfellaw and
Holme=. All the states, mountains,
rivers, lakes, prairies, forests, shops,

streats, ferries, forges, mills; ths rough,

turbulent, boasting, bruzzinz. blowing,
hopeful, moving, sprawllng, unkempt
maes of the states, lle back of Whitman
and appear In his work.

He had the high poetical faculty of
absorbing all men and women and
things unto himself., He dld
America and recast ('DUIIH";' as a
sort of colossal Walt Whitman

He starts from the beginning. He
assumen that the Western Continent s
a real new world., It must have only
sNEW men in it. Adam, Eve, the garden,
the apple, the =erpent, sin, punishment,
Old World things, are not for his New
World. He held that the religion of the
Old World was founded upon a curse.
Great masses of the human race were
doomed to perdition.

Whitman wanted none of Lthat In
America. There was (o be a4 NewW crea-
tion on the Nerth American Continent.
There wera not to be any devils In It
Death Is as welcome aa birth or as mar-
riage or ag love, not becauze It ls the
end of life, but because It s part of
life.

Whitman held that aristocratic influ-
ence and tradition had shaped the old
rellglons as it had shaped old govern-
ments and  old literatures. The old
religion, he said, always held the ¢om=
mon man was the mest eriminal. The
mitss was damned. Only the chosen
few could be =aved, Heaven was a ze-
lect circle of the pure and just.

Whitman's religion was ene of Joy,
not sorrow, triumph, not fear, service.
not sacrifice. In fuct, It was not re-
llgion at all in the old senss of the war
betwéen the fleshly and aspiritual, the
divine with the human
The worid to Whitman was a place

of joy, not a vile of tears.
cheerful
rouled, Desth was not Lo be
dreaded, but to be regarded ns an “exe
quisite transition.*

Whitman's poema are many Thoay
breathe the spirit of true Americanism.
They do not make casy reading, but the
man who feels Americanism stir in hin.
who wishes to know and to understand
the true spirit of the land that Whit-
man lovingly calls “‘these states,” will
understand and be charmed by Whit-
man's poems, His views of birth, life,
work. marriage, child-breeding, dying,
the whole of life, s sound, sane and
most comforting

That Whitman {s the great American
poet Ia certain. That ho s also the
greatest poet of democracy I8 certaln.
That the i=saues of the great war, now
cryatallizing hefore us, make the
wreatest of all pucls is my firm conteas
Lom

this for

the

Life wan
helpful, loving, tolerant. open~
fearless

him
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